Bob and Rita Capes

1395 Granada Trail North RECEINED
Dakdale, MN 55128-5703 ySUA NAT sgggm

May 22, 2005

National Orpanic Standands Board
ofo Arthur Ned

Room 4008 - South Bullding

1400 Indepandence Avenus SW
Washington, DC 202500001

Degr NOSEB Chairman Jim Ridgis,

i ward o express full support for the recent Livesiock Commdites Pasture Requiremend
recommendstions. Enforcemernd of frue access 1o pasture is necessary so that all organic
rTENANTS 1e0eive & signiiicant portion of their Wial fesd Intakes from pasture. Ladisiion s ot g
“stage of production” during which dairy cows misy be denisd pasture fur grazing!

| further support these additional recommendations:

1. "Pasture” shoukd be defined as land managed () o maintain or improve soil, water, and vegetative
resources: and ) to provide maxdmum feed value by growing suitable grasses and other forages
frorm which animals graze plant materal st connectad o s ronls,

2. Crganic dairy animals, from 12 months of age and up, must consuame no less than 30% of their
daily dry matter intake from pasture for a minimum of 120 calendar davys per vear, with a maxdmum
stocking rate of three ladiating dalry sows per aome,

3. Farms not in compliance with the above-desaribed recommendations should be aliowed one vear
to come info compliance but will need {0 fle an updated and enforceable farm plan, providing for
adsquate pashure.

{ urge the NOBE o adopt the Livestook Committes Pasture Recommendation and add the above
specificly, making frue 8c0ess 1o pasiure a reglity on & orpanic daby fanns.
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Members of Wedge Communily Co-op (dinneanciis, MN)




